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Proceedings of the Annual Acquisition Research Program 

The following article is taken as an excerpt from the proceedings of the annual 

Acquisition Research Program.  This annual event showcases the research projects 

funded through the Acquisition Research Program at the Graduate School of Business 

and Public Policy at the Naval Postgraduate School.  Featuring keynote speakers, 

plenary panels, multiple panel sessions, a student research poster show and social 

events, the Annual Acquisition Research Symposium offers a candid environment 

where high-ranking Department of Defense (DoD) officials, industry officials, 

accomplished faculty and military students are encouraged to collaborate on finding 

applicable solutions to the challenges facing acquisition policies and processes within 

the DoD today.  By jointly and publicly questioning the norms of industry and academia, 

the resulting research benefits from myriad perspectives and collaborations which can 

identify better solutions and practices in acquisition, contract, financial, logistics and 

program management. 

For further information regarding the Acquisition Research Program, electronic 

copies of additional research, or to learn more about becoming a sponsor, please visit 

our program website at: 

www.acquistionresearch.org  

For further information on or to register for the next Acquisition Research 

Symposium during the third week of May, please visit our conference website at: 

www.researchsymposium.org 
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Abstract  
This research address three closely related problems. (1) Most current search 

technology is based on a popularity metric (e.g., PageRank or ExpertRank), but not on the 
semantic content of the document. (2) When building components in a service-oriented 
architecture (SOA), developers must investigate whether components that meet certain 
requirements already exist. (3) There is no easy way for writers of requirements documents to 
formally specify the meaning and domain of their requirements.  Our goal in the research 
presented here is to address these concerns by designing a search-engine that searches over 
the “meanings” of requirements documents. In this paper, we present the current state of the 
ReSEARCH project. 

Keywords: Semantic Search, Requirements, Open Architecture, Information Systems 
Technology 
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